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OPMENT

« howrs, have poaret educational oppontunIties, pog
onarol over thew hives. Fven though woman 1s the central figure 1 -y
— cither neglected or demied or excluded their place n the:;'
pective soviety. Women roles in production are not given due recognition
e do ot possess the means of production, and, excluded not only
aosvancally but also socio-culturally and politically  The development of
women was demied for longer penod but for overall development of the
oty women's participation or inclusion is a must in the three major areas
“tducation. Health and Welfare™ (Bhagvalekshmi and Premg Jevapaul
0! 103)

In this situation emancipation of women and induction of them in
¢ development process at local, national and at the intemational level
secomes wevitable In international debates concern with processes of social
acluson has too become a comerstone. Such concerns are often not
teoretically developed as 1t involves more of field based activities Social
owlesion has been defined as processes that socially segment groups and
~ méwvduals m ways that prevent them from participating in the normative
- wuvtes of society (Power & Wilson, 2000). Social exclusion 1s defined
@fferently by different authors. .. It most basic application 1s as a vogue
wm @ refer to deprivation. ... n its onginal French denvation, it refers to
wcial participation, social integration and access to power .. Another
meamng of social exclusion 1s its emphasis on the collective and spatial
dmensions of deprivation. .. social exclusion is related more to the concept
of power (or, to be more precise, the lack of power). The most recent
&fimition of social exclusion offered by Eurostat (2010) a process whereby
wrtam mdividuals are pushed to the edge of society and prevented from
Prticipating fully by virtue of their poverty, or lack of basic competencies

- l“m"‘s opportunities, or as a result of discrimination.
S iy o
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DR. B. GEETHA

S : o C - asually go hand-m-hand Empowerment
,,/—..-—w and empowerment are fwo ConceDis that esually go hand-m

pstract :
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can t! conOanuous DOUSC '.'WU(E‘:b {0 aCadve eManCTDallon ."'_I'.".‘:)l'.‘h ST dOes Nol meresy
ﬂpﬂw identity but brings out 2 broader analysis of human nghts and soaa justice Educated

o have greater roie © play in the emancpation of women and those who are m hugher education nave

Jider XOP€ in the society [0 OVETCOME S00al CONSTrUCTS of family practices. religious myths the socka and

Y i C ns. me ized belief experiafions (haf are consiramung (Oe
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The present Daper is an JIempt 0 ana‘yse the views of e docloral rEsearcn sCholars of
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mie and capacity at the mdridual familal and ar the
ommumty jevel Formal educamon s wsually
monded | the socery through the schools colleges
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vemen are m the process of empowerment because
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al. economic and political dimensions m
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perform: thew reseatnh = 2 regu:a:r Dasis L_IST was
enumerated of the scholars who bad registered for
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Table - | Respondent s details
S Na Na. of schelars Towmd
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Arts 98 23 it
~ences PET 5 TZ
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the dez of cemsus method Whes
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the scholars who are m field and who are i the verse
of submittimg the thesis

was mtiated with

weTE Dot able m che
respective mstitutions. So they were left away from
the study and nence size of the respondent arrved ar
the end of data collection was 250 The mformacion
for the study was collected from the reseasch schoiars
USing 2 sructured queShionhare [ he guestionnaws
was pre-tested for the vabdiey and reimbilicy The
MIDTManon = Ne JUESHONRATre are coded and decs
are fed n the software - Saatistical Package for Secal
Sciences. The simple and couss :m'\:e!;r.aee afes
were gemerated taking gemder i the mdevenmdent
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Presentation of the findings

Maduras Kamara Umversiv (MEKL IR Y
kmown as Madwras University) was named after the
mstonical aty of Madurai was meugurated on fech
February 1966 The Dwrectorate of Distance Educanon
of the umiversity was established m 9 In 1g7#® the

Dame oJf MNe wversity was Chamged = Maders
Kamara Unrversirs
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Assistant Professor, Depariment of Seciology, Modurai Kamarg, Um-? '*r. .Madvr:
Abstract

Women's right and their struggle for equal status in the so

£ " clety encom ;
need for the decision making in every field whether it is relating to theifu:::-:::::n:.mndmg g
procreation. Taking decision in their life and in reproductive role i | oo, TR A

is an i

overall rights and empowerment. Reproductive and sexual health ::: !:erc:::e:t,::e;;:,d::'w:,mf goal of
individuals, couples and families all over the world, by the International Conference on ;1 ;.:f,'h" o
Development (ICPD). The ability of women to control their own fertility is an essential criterion to e:"u Hn ::‘
rights and lays down the foundation for the equality between men and women Reproductive n’lhjr’sumﬂ‘l :r
various human rights that have been recognized under different international instruments Indgfa is u'ia: :
signatory country to the International Conference on Populatio '

. : ; A e n and Development, 1994, and has determined to
establish standards in family planning services including the right to reproductive autonomy and collective

gender equality. In their ‘Program of action’ (1994) they called for reproductive health to be reached for all by

the year of 2015. The ICPD included in their program of action, that infertility is a basic issue of reproductive

health care. Infertility issue was gaining importance in recent years as the number of issues related to
childlessness is creeping up. Even then this topic was not given due importance because of sociocultural reasons.
The present paper is an attempt to present the views of childless women towards reproductive health, the recent
treatment procedures and the technological interventions. The respondents view the latest technology as a boon

Jor their health status because of which they can establish their right in their marital relationship and in the
family thereby in the society.

Women's right and their struggle for equal status in the society encompasses the
understanding of their need for the decision making in every field whether it is relating to their
education, career, marriage or procreation. Taking decision in their life and in reproductive role Is
an asset for the women to achieve the goal of overall rights and empowerment. Reproductive and
sexual health was declared as fundamental rights to individuals, couples and families all over the
world, by the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD). The ability of
women to control their own fertility is an essential criterion to enjoy all other rights and lays down
the foundation for the equality between men and women. Reproductive rights include various
human rights that have been recognized under different international instruments. India is also a
signatory country to the International Conference on Population and Development, 1994, and has
determined to establish standards in family planning services including the right to reproductive
autonomy and collective gender equality (Sushma Sharma 2015). In their ‘Program of action’
(1994) they called for reproductive health to be reached for all by the year of 2015. As stated in
Paragraph 7.3 of the ICPD Programme of Action:

[R]leproductive rights embrace certain human rights that are already recognized in national
laws, international human rights documents and other consensus documents. These rights rest on
the recognition of the basic right of all couples and individuals to decide freely and responsibly the
number, spacing and timing of their children and to have the information and means to do sognid
the right to attain the highest standard of sexual and reproductive health. It also includes their

=8 43|Page
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