ISBN: 978-81-928003-7-0
RESERVATION IN EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT AND LEGISLATURE:
PRESENT STATUS AND EMERGING ISSUES OF
MARGINALIZED PEOPLE IN INDIA

People

N\ Edited by

R L Prgéenailsmtu:s”
- Emerging Issues Dr_ R. Sel\ratg ;Tj |

P

"= bl Department of Education

Directorate of Distance & Continuing Education

Manonmaniam Sundaranar University

Ffi‘»ﬁ Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu, India.
APRIL - 2014

Scanned by CamScanner



43.  Inclusive growth in higher education 127

B. Meharunnisha

44.  Inter-caste marriage among sc-st communities -Problem or challenge? 130
R. Velmani, Dr. C. Ramesh

45.  Inclusive growth in higher education 132
S.Subramanian

46.  Status and problems of dalits in india and abroad 134
Dr. G Arumugam, Dr. R. Ramachandran il

Dalits and their empowerment today 137

Dr. D. Ramakarishnan

48.  Attitude of teachers towards inclusive education 140
P. Thivya, Dr. S. Francisca

49.  Effective teaching practices for students in inclusive classrooms 143
P.Rekha

50.  Relationship between knowledge of ict and attitude towards 145
E-governance among prospective teachers
R. Manimala

51.  Social justice, empowerment and development of Marginalized 148

people — marching towards marginalized
S.Detchanamurthy, S. Rebeckal Ranjitham

52.  Empowerment of Women Beedi Workers in Tirunelvelli District 150
P.Meenashi

53.  Inclusive Education 152
K.Deepika, Dr.R.Selvaraju

54.  Inclusive growth in higher education - ways and means of wiping out 155
the social disparities
Dr. R. Selvaraju, A.D.Vasanthy Vinoliya

55.  Problem Solving ability of Physics Students in Higher Education 157
S.Anandaraj, Dr.C.Ramesh

56.  Inclusive growth in higher education 159
S. K. Bernet

57.  Marginalisation and the role of civil society In tamil nadu - a study 162
S. Murugananthan

58.  Social impertinence and discrimination of manual scavenger : An overview 165
R. Sahaya Sudha

59.  Socio-economic inequality in arvind adiga’s the white tiger 167
M. Aarthi

60.  Theplightof untouchables in arundhathi roy’s the god of small things 169

actice and Social Inequality in India in Aravind Adiga’s 171

ftribal education in india 173

wards teaching profession andperformance of scheduled 177
: am district

Scanned by CamScanner



DALITS
TSAND THEIR EMPOWERMENT TODAY

thoroughly reactionary vam
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" being and still cmes. I'he vama and caste system w:
ified by | [indu nchg?on and by Vedic Scriptures Thiq
the main reason for 1ts consolidation, The nol;;ﬁou:
oy Manusmiriti, codified the then prevailing social norms
4ndc0 nsigmd"hc shudralq. and women to a thoroughly
unequal and miserable existence. The distinctiveness of
he caste system was that Itwas hereditary, compulsory
and endogamous. Th@, da.lltS were subjected to both social

exclusionand economic d1§cdminaﬁon over the centuries
I one form or the other, this continues even today in mosi
of the country. The term ‘Dalit’ ig referred to the
«untouchable’ class in the erstwhile Indian society which
was entrenched by the caste system, Historica!ly dalits
were categorised by their occupation which involved taking
onmenial tasks in the society such as cleaning, leatherwork,
putchery and waste removal. They were segregated,
discriminated and never involved in active public life
primal'ily because of their occupation, which was
considered polluting and contagious. This revolting practice
of isolating the community was largely prevalent across
India and post-1950 the government took initiatives to
abolish this practice. The ugly face of the caste system
shows up and we still hear reports on the public humiliation
of dalits till today. To eradicate the caste system from rural
India is still a distant dream but we seek to make a
difference, even if it is in a small way. In this regard the
oposed paper attempts to bring out the conditions
evailed before independence and analyses the present
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distinctiveness of the caste system was that it was
hereditary, compulsory and endogamous.

Thus, dalits were subjected to both social exclusion
and economic discrimination over the centuries. In one
form or the other, this continues even today in most parts
of the country. The term ‘Dalit’ is referred to the
‘untouchable’ class in the erstwhile Indian society which
was entrenched by the caste system. Historically dalits
were categorised by their occupation which involved taking
on menial tasks in the society such as cleaning, leatherwork,
butchery and waste removal. They were segregated,
discriminated and never involved in active public life
primarily because of their occupation, which was
considered polluting and contagious. This revolting practice
of isolating the community was largely prevalent across
India and post-1950 the government took initiatives to
abolish this practice. The ugly face of the caste system
shows up and we still hear reports on the public humiliation
of dalits till today. To eradicate the caste system from rural
India is still a distant dream but we seek to make a
difference, even ifit is in a small way.

There are three powerful class interests; the
imperialists, the landlords and bourgeois leadership were
acting as the defenders of the caste system, by protecting
the landlord and pre-capitalist land system. It will be seen
from here that the interests of the bourgeois class rested
in maintaining the status quo. There has been no basic
change in caste system after nearly 60 years of
independence after independence as the bourgeoisie
compromised with landlordism fostered caste prejudices.
After independence also, the basic structure of land
relations, overhauling of which would have given a blow

to untouchability and the caste system has not been
changed.

The 19th and 20th centuries saw great social
reformers like Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Sri Narayan Guru,
Jyothiba Phule, Periyar E. V. Ramaswamy Naickar and
others. These social reform movements conducted many
struggles against the caste system, caste oppression and
untouchability in many ways. But, despite the struggles
against caste oppression, the social reform movement did
not address the crucial issue of radical land reforms. It got
delinked from the anti-imperialist struggle. The Congress-
led national movement on its part, failed to take up radical
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social reform measures ms pan of the freedom movement
Diametrically opposed o the progressive robe of the reform
movement was the thoroughly reactionary roke on social
issues that was played by the RSS and the Sangh Parivar
ever since its inception. Apart from its rabid communal
ideology, the RSS adopted a Brahmanical stance right
from the beginning. With this understanding, the RSS
opposed the amendments 1o the Hindu Code Bill after
independence. The BIP's opposition o the implementation
of the Mandal Commission recommendations was also
on this basis.

The term ‘Dalit’ is referred to the *‘untouchable’ class
in the erstwhile Indian society which was entrenched by
the caste system. Historically dalits were categorised by
their occupation which involved taking on menial tasks in
the society such as cleaning, leatherwork, butchery and
waste removal, They were segregated, discriminated and
never involved in active public life primarily because of
their occupation, which was considered polluting and
contagious. This revolting practice of isolating the
community was largely prevalent across India and post-
1950 the government took initiatives to abolish this
practice.

Empowerment Strategies: Private Reservations for
Dalits

Main intention of the reservation policy can be
considered just as an inclusive one that ensures social
representation policy was to assure With dalits representing
17% of the Indian population, it is hard to ignore their
economic empowerment of Dalits, who constitute around
16 percent of Indian population, were disempowered from
times immemorial. In the case of employment, both the
sectors, public and private were essential in securing
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of social discrimination. e
who could not afford quality education in g oy
institutions. That was 2 time when the issye g(:a’
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discrimination, at the World Conference i 2001 4
Durban, South Africa. At the nafionzl level 100, fhere upy,
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sector at Bhopal and other places. Similarly e Sk
Shinde-led Maharashtra government, tried 10 ;

the same but failed, due to protest from the businesy
lobbies. In any case, this concept of private reservasion
cannot be considered as charity, but a right from ,
government that promoted the private sector at the s
of public sector. Obviously, over 2 period of time these
physical benefits have instilled some confidence in Dalis
Besides economic benefits, political reservations have sk
helped them to occupy the positions of power at all levels

UPA Promise and BSP Initiative

Ever since the previous (2004-9) United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) Government at the Centre promised o
introduce job reservations in the private sector, there were
a few discordant reactions from some elite and non-
political quarters. In fact, as part of its Common Minimum
Programme (CMP), the Congress-led political coalition
provided this measure in the election manifesto way back
in 2003 itself. Meanwhile, the UPA promise (private
reservations) has created many a controversy on the
subject. Incidentally, there arose some reservation Cﬂﬂ“
from different quarters. Although undeclared reservaons
to certain privileged communities (upper castes) Were DVt
done away with, the defenders of ‘merit’ were ma
hue and cry on the concept of reservations in the priva®
sector. As usual, a section of media has persistently been
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g:ildes dalits, backward classes (BCs) :r:%i“:;yt;
wonomica”y backward gommuniti&s (EBCs) were also
offered private reservations in the state, Her strategy
owards the private sector' was that it should provide
ions to these marginalised Communities, as the
mﬁmmlsecwl' was getting the benefit of government

concessions in the establishing of industries and ventures,
Conclusion

Very recently senior Congress leader and Union
Finance Minister P. Chidambaram has said education and
political empowerment alone could provide economic
empowerment of Dalits On the occasion of addressing a
SC/ST conference organised by the party, he said
education alone could uplift one’s life and exhorted the
Dalits to educate their wards, making use of every

ity and by availing the number of scholarships
announced by the Centre. While banks made available
interest-free educational loans, the Centre offered various
scholarships for several crores of rupees, he said and
wanted the Dalits to make use of them.Detailing the
number of welfare schemes implemented by the Centre
for improving the lot of Dalits, Mr. Chidambaram said
“even if we serve you the feast, you cannot eat if there is
nosalt.” Likewise, Dalits could not liberate themselves if
dvising the Dalits to grab political power as no

ther than the Congress would be willing to

cxislcncc‘ the

© Country,
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Rovernments, nit none of themn had made a Dalit a Defence
Minister. The Congress had made Jagjivan Ram as
Defence Minister and had made Kakanji as Home
Minister in Tamil Nadu 47 years ago. The Congress went
on to make Dalits as President of the country and Lok
Sabha Speaker, he said adding the present Home Minister,
Railway Minister and Social Justice Minister were from
the Dalit community, Under the Scheduled Caste sub-plan,
the Centre had spent Rs, 35,800 crore for the Dralits during
2013-14 and allocated Rs. 48,638 crore for the year
2014-15, he said. Here it is to be noted that only because
of the strong constitution created Dr.BR. Ambediar the
Dalits are enjoying the fundamental rights today.

Even though Dalits are getting empowered, still caste
discriminations are existing. So, this is the status of the
affair. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru rightly said, only legislatre
can’t solve the deep-rooted social problems alone. V{e
all need to work for a casteless society. Independent In‘ha
has banished the untouchability and made its practice
unconstitutional and subject to penal action against amyone
offending this law. Suggestions from various quarters of
society have come for the abolition of this evil. But the
real solution lies in the hearts of Indians, particularly those
who come from the upper castes.

Reference

1. Beall,J. & Piron L.H. (2004) DFID Social Exclusion
Review, London School of Economics, London.

2. Gatade, S. (2013) Get Clicked with Dead Animals
for Wards’ Scholarship http:/kafila org/2013/092&
get-clicked-with-dead-animals-for-wards-
scholarship-dalits-told-ht-special/ Last Retrieved on
28/9/13.

3. Pai,S.(2007) Dalit Questions and Political Response,
Economic and Political Weekly, New Delhi.

4. IDE (2008) Structure and Dynamics of Caste,
Perspective of Indian Society, Sociology, University
of Mumbai, Mumbai. Empowerment Strategies:
Private Reservations For Dalits By Dr. K. Vidvasagar
Reddy 24 July, 2010 Countercurrents.org.

5. The Hindu March2,2014, Need for empowenment
of Dalits.

ISBN - 978-81-928003-70

Scanned by CamScanner




4'
ISBN 978-81- 9 8303 I

Scanned by CamScanner




