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Ill“?dm”m are the foundaﬁononwhichthedm&‘__
d‘eswamta:zsse't.‘sof the nation. Today children are the :
:!;achild can easily be molded and to a Vulnerability towards crimir
out to be most debatable issues for the civilized society. De

these terms constitute to form the most important subject matter of crin n ol
prevalence of juvenile in conflict with the law not only ever increasing in

roblems widefpread' common 1ssues in Tamilnadu. It necessitates to find out the r
juvenﬂe involving criminal achvmes. particularly juveniles who are involving ﬁ\e e
such as rape, murder, ar'1d other serious offenses. Apart from that, Prevention mechanism cz
ensured by ;aldnhgabiﬁtaz?us actign in terms of individual and environmental : '

are and T€ on services are one of th i the why

fnil e e essential duty of the state and the whole

L
C1T1Ze]

Definition of Juvenile Delinquency o

The Oxford dictionary explains a juvenile delinquent as “a person below the legal age of
(criminal) responsibility and above a certain minimum age, who is held punishable for breaking the
1aw”

The Encyclopedia of ‘Crime and Justice’ (1983) defines Juvenile delinquency as such conduct by
children which is either volatile of the prohibition of the criminal laws

or is otherwise regarded as
deviant and inappropriate. (Shipra Lavania, 1993)

In India, Juvenile Justice Act of 1986 was enacted as model legislation to provide the uniform
definition in the country in respect of juvenile delinquents. It was amended in 2000 named by
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000 and the further amendment of the Act
was on 2006 with a vision to adopting a child-friendly approach in the negotiation and disposition

of matters in the best interests of children and for their rehabilitation and overall development.
(N.V. Paranjape, 2011).

Juvenile Justice Care & Protection of Children) Act, 2015

Some notable summary of the JJ Act 2015 are given below/- The bill will allow a Juvenile Justice
Board, which would include psychologists and sociologists, to decide whether a juvenile involved
in criminal activities in the age group of 16-18 should be tried as an adult or not. While the
possibility of children between the ages of 16 and 18 years being tried as adults for heinous offenses
has arisen. This means that a distinct set of reform and rehabilitation measures will have to be taken
for such children. (The Gazette of India, 2016, Ministry of Child and Women Development).
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\ of a hild, namely:- 1) heal nutrition
‘emotional a psychological needs; (c) educational and tr
R e ﬁnﬂsafabuse,neslmm altre

creativity and play; (¢) protection from all kinds 07874 | '
crea W;%T . S Emm(h)hfe_slaﬂtﬂmga“d::iij tice svmaiil
Thete are two categories of home: functioning under the 4 g

) Observation homes and (2) Special homes : - e
! (@ Ob:ervaﬁon homes(az'e meant for temporary receptl'on of ]uvemll,; who a'e leged to b
come in conflict with the law. Section 8 of JJ Act, 2000, prov3de.s for esta - mw‘ and
of observation homes in every district or in the group of d1§tr1cts, sud} omes m
during the pendency of any inquiry- There are eight observation homes in Tamil Nadu 2

(b) Special homes - Section 9 of JJ Act, 2000 provides for establishment and mainy

i es in every district or in a group of districts. S-pecial ho.mes are functions for
re}mbﬂitla‘toizl of juvenil:eys in conflict with the law. There are.Z special homes in T@ Nadn, ot

This present paper entitled A Study on Causal Factors influence of Juvenile in Conflict with the
Lain TamilNadu: Issues and Prevention Mechanism is an outcome o.f.a study conducted on the
conditions of juveniles detained in eight observation homes in the' cities of Chem Cuddal
Coimbatore, Thanjavur, Salem, Madurai, Trichy, and Tirunelveli. At the time of the study,

altogether 148 children have selected census method.

Research Design
The design structured for this study is descriptive.

Area of the Study
The area of study is covered the eight observation homes and one special home located in the

State of Tamil Nadu viz. 1. Chennai, 2.Tirunelveli, 3.Thanjavur, 4.Tiruchirapalli, 5Salem,
6.Cuddalore, 7.Madurai, 8. Coimbatore and one special home situated at Chengalpet.

Objectives of the Study
To find out the insights about the personal and family background of the juveniles

1.

2. To investigate the nature of offenses and charges committed by juveniles such as offense
against person, property, etc.,

3. To analyze the role of family and other agencies for the cause of juveniles who are charged

committing the offense.
4. To know the institutional life experience of the juveniles

Sampling
All the eight observation homes and one special home in Tamilnadu were selected for present

study and all the children were selected for an interview, numbering 148 were considered. The
study was conducted by the census method.

Tool of Data Collection
The structured interview schedule w.

| . as preferred for collecting primary data. The s :

data were collected from different sources such as books, journals, dchmEI?:s}: etc
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qears @ ipand 3belongtothe 16-18 age category., hem,

15 ge s et
1115 a conceas that the maority ptiiot el (6';9

> mmomconduavewdeviantb&\aviorfomﬁm!» l” e clear from the

Religion also plays important role in shaping the MRS e
4ren (797 percent) belong to Hindu religil:)n,gIO.B mﬁfﬁ b

aﬂd a little numbel' of Fhlldren (Only 95 Percent) be]ongs By came fro I

Caste-wise analysis of the respondents shows that majority of them belong b -
s (3014 percent) followed by backward class (27 percen) and remainin gb;f;s ol b

and 18.2 percent(gf1 ];veniles ‘t;elongto other caste categories. 3 belong to ' hedwed

A vast majority (64.2 percent of the children who hav charges :

picaine from faitilies having of botipereiit S ar fif&‘m 176 p‘Tw them were
prought up by their mother, while 10.8 percent of the respondents were b'rou.ght u bmezm ﬁwl o

A vast majority (56.1 percent) of the respondents are living with their both pamtsp ather and
Mother), who shared a cordial connection between them before the children were kept to(fhe homes;
only 8.1 percent of the respondent's parents were separated. Remaining 35.8 percent of the juvenile
s not applicable to the above data, because they had either lost one or both of their parents.

Nearly 70 percent of the juveniles are the wards of wage earners. 11 respondents have lost their
parents and these children are grown up in children homes and do household work in the homes of
wealthy people-

Forty-two percent of the respondents came from the poor economic background. Around 47
rcent of the juveniles belong to the normal economic condition of their family and also only 5.4
rcent of the juvenile came from the rich background.

When analyzing the relationship between age group and the nature of offenses shows that vast

majorities (86.7 percent) of the juveniles is among the age group of 11-15 years and have been
e case of theft. Nearly 60 percent of the children were belonging to 16-18 years have

booked under th
been indulged in the theft. All the (15 numbers) male children belonging to 16-18 years have been

booked under the case of murder (or) attempt to murder cases.

The relationship between the place of residence and nature of offenses committed by the
juveniles clearly portrays that the respondents from rural areas are charged for involving in offenses
like murder (10.9 percent), most (64.1 percent) of the children have been charged with for the
offence of stealing, sex offences like rape (7.8 percent), assault (12.5 percent).

The relationship between the place of residence and nature of offenses and charges with
committed by the juveniles evidently represents that the children from rural areas are charged for
involving in offenses like murder (10.9 percent), most (64.1 percent) of the children have been
charged with for the offence of stealing, sex offences like rape (7.8 percent), assault (12.5 pement). |

The study clearly indicates that majority of the juveniles have been booked under the theft and

all the male children that belong to 16-18 years have been charged under murder and rape cases.
When analyzing the use of drugs and Alcohol nearly one third (32.4 percent) of Qhe)u

subjected to the use of drugs and alcohol.
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*that majority of the children completed primary level education has mostly had drinking &
While a majority of the children do not have drinking habits have also attained matriculation 1
and diploma/ degree level. S o

Analyzing the relationship between the place of residence and drinking habits of the juyenile
reveals that the majority of them are having drinking habits, belong to urban areas. :

The relationship of children’s family income with the drinking habits mh“
reveals that the majority of them having drinking habits belong to thehigh-levelilmmm

The age group and smoking habits of the juveniles reveal that majority of them hvh‘w
habits are belonging to the age group of 16-18.

The relationship between the age group of the juveniles and their attitude towards parenty
supervision of their activities before coming to the home reveals that majority of the children belong
to the age group of 16-18, then age category of 11-15 reported that their parents regularly superviseq
their every activity.

When analyzing the relationship between a size of the family of juveniles and the
supervision of their regular activities reveals that majority of them belong to small size family i.e.
below 4 members reported that their parents regularly supervised/watched their routine activities,

The analysis reveals that overwhelming majority (93.2 percent) of the juveniles articulated
favorable opinion about the food and basic amenities provided by the home.

A concerned majority of the juveniles have companions with same age category of peer groups
inside the correctional institution. And a vast majority of (44.6 percent) juveniles pass their leisure
time in playing with the fellow mates. Other 37.8 percent of the respondents used to watch the TV
and listening to the radio during their leisure time. While 11.5 percent of the children read books.

Analyzing the satisfaction of juveniles towards the vocational training provided in the home
reveals that 78 percent of the juveniles were satisfied with the vocational training given by the
trained staff in the institution and also collaborated to work with Non-Governmental Organizations

Regarding the satisfaction of counseling given by religious priest reveals that 91.9 percent of the
juveniles reported that religious priests visited the institution for counseling and psychological
treatment to the children for their behavior modification and rehabilitation. It is clear from the study
that the majority of the children reported that religious priests visit the home which is helpful to the
growth and adaptation of mental behavior and attitude.

NGOs’ services for children stayed in the home for charges with offenses are the important
mechanisms of correctional treatment. It is clear from the study a vast majority (52.7 percent) of the
juveniles are happy towards all the treatments and services provided by the NGOs' visit to the
home. While 34.5 percent of the juveniles responses are very happy with the services provided by
them. Only 5.4 percent had a miserable attitude towards NGOs' services.

Analyzing the parents/guardian visit to the home reveals that majority (66.2 percent) of juvenile
's parents/ guardian paid visit to the home. But one third (33.8 percent) of the juvenile’s parents/
guardian never paid the visit to the home. It is clear from the discussion that parent/ guﬂdm
having an indifferent attitude towards children are disadvantageous in the treatment, hence,
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children felt that life was miserable in the home. e o
The age group and future planning of the respondentc oy
reveal that majori.ty of the juveniles who came fmm ——
i continuing their schocling. While another majority ofthe chidren belong e,

ere were changes from the j

The relationship between the j i S ¥
released from the institutional care reveals that majority of them who have
education and also they were

decided to
household sectors. Another majori

degree level decided to continue with their schooling.

Conclusion

Juvenile in conflict with the law is one of the numerous forms of personal disorganization or
deviation, which is the result of extraordinary complex contact of child and his social environment.
The problem of juvenile delinquency has prolonged the mechanisms of supervision. Given the
velocity of the problem, punitive measures or legal interventions alone will not serve the
The main factors responsible for this kind of deviant behavior on the part of children are the
restrictive family type, poverty, broken homes, t

: : he negative impact of peer group influence,
unpleasant family environment, lack of parental care, low level of education, drinking habits,

smoking habits, and immorality etc. These factors also play a significant role in determin ing the
gravity of the problem which varies from individual to individual and from one place to another.
Therefore, it needs an in-depth study so as to suggest suitable preventive mechanisms should be
adopted for the prevalence of non-confirmative behavior among the younger generation. In the
civilized society in advanced developed countries, children are protected from structured laws and
strategies and moreover some control mechanism such as state-level stakeholders to protect
mainstream children. This study has been concluded and also found the various issues related to
children in conflict with the law and to find the availability of protective mechanism within the
community. The government, NGOs, academicians, doctors, social activists, and media
organizations should be effective participation to control juvenile crimes.

Basic suggestions for the prevention of delinquency and better adjustments with children by the
Parents, the State, Public and like NGO's’

1. Preparatory training should be given to the parents who are not able to adjust with their
children’s behavior, by the family counselors’

2. Generate the probable awareness about the moral education and behavioral changes among

the school children by the school teachers, NGO's, counselors. (Our Former Chief Minister
of Tamilnadu Selvi J.Jeyalalitha, was announced the allocated fund for moral instruction
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mrgmaﬁzedchﬂdmtobuildmm s00d charact
with NGO’s and other stakeholders must motivate th
¥ priests to vnsrteveryhome,whichhasdealtchildmincm
9. Pamismdguardiamshouldpaysincerecamtotheirdﬁldrenmm”
thing about them, especially their attention towards new media (Internet mobile p|
pornographic literature, facebook, etc. s
hould be more awareness t0 promoting children based prog .

10. Media organization s
especially developing moral education. o |
11. Censorship also necessities to scan out the undesirable passages/ sequence in children

programmes and others.

12. School teachers must be avoided corporal punishment, as well as forced children, get
marks, because most of the children who are dropout the school for fearing the school
punishment, and etc. (Dr.P.Manorama, Former Chair Person of Child Welfare Committee,

focus more on emerging disposition and

Chennai, “Teaching should moderately
of Children than marks. Hence teachers should be accomplished to cherish and enhance
such qualities among students.” (The Indian Express News on 16t June 2014).
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