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¢ chiefdrinking toddy before raids (269)
Authors

It is not known exacily how many authors wrote the poems in
Purananuru . There are 147 different names found from the colophons.
However some of these could denote the same author. For example, Mangudi
Kizhuar and Mangudi Muruthanaar could denote the same person. We don’t
know. Some of the authors of the poems, swoh as Kapilar and Nakkirar,
have also written poems that are patt of other anthologies.

Some of the names of the authors, such as Irumpitarthalaiyaar and
Kookaikozhiyaar, seem to be nicknames based on words from the poems
rather than proper names. This suggests that those who compiled this
anthology must have made up these names as the authors’ names must
have been lost when these poems were collected.

Subject Matter \

As its name suggests, Purananuru poems deal with the puram (external
or objective) concepts of life such as war, politics, wealth. as well as aspects
of every-day living. Some of the poems are in the form of ¢legies in tribute
toa fallen hero, These poems exhibit outpourings of affection and emotions.
Purananuru prinmpally mwlm around three themes - the king and his
powers over the envir of °s purity, namely karpu
(chastity), and the system of msl‘e. which is not too different from the
current system prevalent among Tamil society. There are also a few poems
in Purananuru , which are classified as attruppatais. Attrupy p
rend like travelogues in which poets who were returning with gifis, received
from a king, encourage other poets to do the same by deseribing the glory of
the king and his country. This gives an opportunity to the poet, among other
topies, to describe in great detail the natural beauty; fertility, and resources
of the ferritory that has to be traversed to reach the palace of the patron,

Structure
There seems to be some definite structure to the order of the poems in
Purananuru . The poems at the beginning of the book deal with the three

major kings Chola, Chera and Pandya of ancient Tamil Nadu. The middie
portion is on the lesser kings and the Velir chieftains, who were feudatories
of these three major kingdoms, with a short intervening seclion (poems
182 - 195) of didactic poems. The final portion deals with the gencral
stenery of war and the effect of warfare.

Landscapes

Just as the akam (subjective) poems are classified into seven thinais
or landscapes based on the mood of the poem, the Tamil prosodical tradition
mentioned in the ancient Tamil grammatical treatise Tolkappiyam also
classifics puram (objective) poems into seven thinais based on the subject
of the poems. These are

+ verchi - the provocation of war through attack and cattle raids
karanthai - defending against cattle rawds
vanchi - invasion of the enemy’s territory
kanehi - transcience and change, the fragility of human life, against
the backdrop of war
ushingai- altacking the fort
nochehi - defence of the fort or territory
thumpai - the frenzy of battle
vaakai - vigtory
paadaan - praise of a king’s heroism or generosity, asking for gifis
pothuvival - general heroism (mostly philosophical musings and
clegies for heroes).

®  kaikkilai - unrequited love

*  perunthinai - unsuitable love

The poems are further classified into thurais. A thurai denotes the
locale of the poem giving the situation under which it was written. Some
of these are parisil thurai when the poet reminds the king or patron of the
reward that he promised to him, Ka/itrutanilai in which the hero dies with
the elephant he killed in battle, and so on. Some of the poems are (00
damaged in the manuscripts lo determine their thirais. It is not known
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