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TOWARDS THE POONAPACT AND SOCIALTRANSFORMATION
_TAMILNADU SCENARIO

P. Nagoorkani*

The purpose of the paper is to highlight the
political developments in early 1930s which paved
the way for the signing of the Poona Pact and
subsequent measures of the Congress and Gandhi
to ensure the social equality and social recognition
to the Depressed Classes in India and Tamil Nadu.
The Scheduled Castes who are called as Depressed
Classes and Adi-Dravidas in Tamil Nadu represent a
significant percentage of population in the State.

Certain educated Adi-Dravida leaders and some
Associations like the Adi-Dravida Mahajana Sabha
had been taking efforts to elevate the status of this
cal.ass of people, since the last decade of the
Nineteenth Century. It resulted in social
transformation in early 1930. For a while, the
Congress and Gandhi ensured for the transformation
of the Dgprqssed Classes by the means Harijan
up!iﬂmmuwm and social recognition through
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yili - service tenure.

12. Era
13. Devadanam - Grants of land made 1, ¢,
Kings or nobles free of tax. .
14. Bramadhanom ~ 'Gifts of land made 1, j,,, i
by rulers and chiefs. L‘
15. Kudi jcnmom-l’rolpeftic‘s‘ given ¢, :
maintenance of certain families. i
16. Thirumkam - Lands granted as pensic, %
17. Revenue Settlement of Travancore, Fiy, o, %
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opening Brahmanical temples to the depress:
Classes.

The representatives of the various Schedu=
Castes Orgnisations submitted petitions to the Simot |
Commission demanding more political privilegs
people were invited to the Round Table Confere™
held in London for further discussion about ¢
demands. The first Round Table Conference ('
12, 1930 to June 19, 1931) was held while Gand**
in jail because of the Civil Disobedience Movems™
Gandhi attended Second Round Table Confer?nt;
(Sept.7, 1931 to Dec.7, 1931) in which a com™"™
known as the Minorities Committee was constit®
by the members selected from, amoné.
responsible leaders of the various commu™
including Ambedkar.? In this committe¢ et
Ambedkar demanded separate electorate forwf
Scheduled Castes. The demand of Ambedk?!
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