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ABSTRACT

S
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Subbaraya as an independent to the Madras Legislative Council in 1920, Az &

member of the legislature, Subbarayan was instrumental in introduci inition in &

district in 1930. Prohibition was enforced in Salem till 1943 when ittv?a:%gp%gg{)%ﬁ gm?ﬁ%%
1932, C. S. Ranga lyer passed the Untouchability Abolition Bill in the Imperial Legislati/e Cpuq-gg
on 1 November 1932, Subbarayan proposed the Temple Entry Bill which permitied low-caste
Hindus and Dalits enter Hmd_u temples and made their prohibition illegal and punishable. He also
passed a copy of the resolution and the proceedings of the Council to Mahatma Gandhj who was
in jail. The Viceroy, however, refused permission explaining that temple entry was an all-India
problem and should not be dealt with in a provincial basis even while clearing Ranga lyer's bil.
The Temple Entry Bill was not passed until the Indian National Congress came to power in 1927.
Subbarayan had been a follower of Mahatma Gandhi from his early daysd and he officially
joined the Indian National Congress in 1933. He also served as the President of the Tamil Nadu
Hariian Sevak Sangh. P. Subbarayan drafted a bill to remove the disabilities faced by the
depressed classes on temple entry issue. With Narayan Nambiar, he handed over two separate
bills to the Madras Government in 1932. As the bills were considered a central gubject viz, ‘civil
law under section 80-A (3) of the Government of India Act of 1919, the Government of Madras
submitted these bills for the prior sanction of the Viceroy. As public pressure mounted, Lord
Willington decided to give his verdict on the bill of P. Subborayan. For this purpose, he

approached his own colleagues and experts and sought the views of local government. As there
Lord Willingdon, on 23rd January 1933 , refused

was a divided Hindu opinion on the bill, T
permission to P. Subborayan and Narayan Nambiar to introduce their bills as the problem was of
an all-Indian character and so it could not be approached merely on @ provincial basis.
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Subbarayan was re-elected as an independent to the Madras Legislative Council in 1930.
As a member of the legislature, Subbarayan was instrumental in introducing prohibition in Salem
district in 1930. Prohibition was enforced in Salem till 1943 when it was scrapped by the Britigh. In
1932, C. S, Ranga Iyer passed the Untouchability Abolition Bill in the |mperial Legiglativ ncil.
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