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possible Impact of Educating the Tribal Communitjes

In the world, India has the largest triba] Population. The m

L S ajor factor that can bring transformation
in the overall condition of this tribal Population is educatio .
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* Pproper education will not just benefit the tribal population but benefit the entire economy
- of India

* Furthermore, implementing effective education resources for the tribal community will either
bring immediate changes in their state of living or improve their future living conditions

Literacy rate among tribal population

The Literacy of a particular country or a state represents and indicates the development of that
area and the literacy rate of the tribal population in India is not just considcrably" low but below
average Education alone is a chief avenue that will upgrade the economic and social stature of the

Scheduled Tribes Adequate knowledge regarding social rcsponsibiliFies will help individlfals
Overcome challenges in life without having to feel inferior or under qualified. At present, the tribal

“mmunity not just lags behind the general populgtinn but is way too behind the Scheduled Caste
“ommunity in terms of literacy and education attamment.
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UTILITY OF WEB-BASED TECHNOLOGY AMONG M.Ed. STUDENTS
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INTRODUCTION

Across the world, technology and the Internet are enabling great changes.
Consequentially, people lacking Internet access are likely to miss out on knox'vlc{%gea
opportunities and advancement and face severe economic, social and political deprivation,
with little prospects of catching up. On the other hand, research has reported that Internet
users enjoy considerable academic, financial, social and economic benefits (Anderson, et al.,
1995: University of Southern California’s Annenberg School Center for lht? Digital Future,
2005).

The Internet is becoming increasingly influential for many people. It seems that there
is no aspect of life that the Internet does not touch. It is probably the recognition of the
predominance of the Internet that has led psychologists to focus on this phenomenon
(Hamburger & Ben-Artzi, 2003). Observers have noted that heavy Internet users seem 10 be
alienated from normal social contacts and may even cut these off as the Internet becomes the
predominant social factor in their lives (Beard 2002; Weiser 2001; Widyanto & McMurran,
2004; Young, 1996). :

Asynchronous Learning Resources (ALRs) developed as interactive courseware for
the World Wide Web are receiving increasing attention because of the ease with which they
can be accessed by students at the time, place and pace of their choosing. Knowledge-based
ALRs are critical for developing the knowledge base essential for problem solving. Problem-
based ALRs are especially attractive because of their emphasis on the higher-order cognitive
skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation,

Many instructional resources available on the World Wide Web are actually
electronic texts; a web server is used to publish material that might otherwise be available in
hard-copy form. Interactive courseware differs from electronic texts in several important
ways. First, interactive courseware relies heavily on the use of graphics. While traditional
texts attempt to use words to “paint a picture” of a concepl, intéractive courseware attempts
to convey concepts primarily through the use of graphics, including itlustrations,
photographs, photomicrographs and video segments. Relatively few 'words are needed to
reinforce what each graphic clearly illustrates. Secondly, interactive courseware concentrates
primarily on concepts, as most of the detailed information may be contained in other
instructional resources and references, including textbooks. Like the traditional classroom

~ lecture, interactive courseware is intended to complement, not replace, textbooks. And
thirdly, interactive courseware is more flexible than the strictly linear format of a textbook.
For example, to establish the role soil drainage plays in disease incidence in the pest
management chapter of a textbook Thus, an appropriate definition of interactive courseware
might be "computer-accessible, graphic-intensive, and highly flexible instructional resources
used to facilitate learning”. In this context, the researcher thought that what are the ways web
based technology will be helpful to the M.Ed, scholars for their research works. So the
researcher wants to know the utility of web-based technology among the M.Ed.. Scholars in
Madurai district. Hence need for the present study : ;
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