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WOMEN’S ROLE IN PERIYAR’S SELF-RESPECT MOVEMENT, 1920s-1940s

P. Nagoorkani*

The marginalization and misrepresentation
of women in political and social domain was common
feature in the social science disciplines and research
works of the scholars.'

Dravidian Movement

~ The roots of the Dravidian movement can

be traced to the early twentieth century pOlltlFal

activity around the issue of greater representation
°f Non-Brahmins in the political sphere.2 The

alienation of a growing class of affluent merchants

and landowners gave rise to the Justice Party. Sir

PT. Thiagaraya Chettiar, Sir P.T. Rajan, and V-V
ﬁﬂmgswm Nadar were a few of the prominent
eaders of the party.® C.J. Baker in
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Brahmins.* In 1921, The Justice
Party, put forth a plea for commal representation
in government services hoping to attract non-
Brahmin voters.” By the 1940s, this had evolved into
a demand for a separate Dravida Nadu and the party

was reconfigured as the Dravida Kazhagam.; Thg
Self-Respect Movement begun tg:tween 192d_ agt
1927, merged with a more elite-oriented Drav1J 121?.15e
. . . c
organization, the Justice Party 1 1938. The Justi

Party, in turn, was renamed the Dravida Kazhagam1n
arty, )
1944
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